
As We Gather
As common and basic as prayer is in Christian life and theology, there is a lot of mystery around it. God is not a vending machine that if we punch the right buttons, we get what we want. And yet, God tells us that He hears and answers all our prayers. And because God is God and He knows better than we do, sometimes, He answers our prayers with a "no." When that happens, it's hard for us to trust and understand how God works. Yet prayer is an invitation into a deeper relationship with Him. It's an opportunity not only to bring your requests to Him, but to continue an ongoing conversation with Him that draws you closer to Him. So, regardless of whether you get what you want out of God in prayer, you get what you need: a stronger connection with the Truth.

Prayer before Worship
Almighty God, since You have granted us the favor to call on You with one accord and have promised that where two or three are gathered together in Your name You are in the midst of them, fulfill now the prayers of Your servants, granting us in this world knowledge of Your truth and in the world to come life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Preservice Music

Welcome & Ringing of the Bell

Confession and Absolution

As the Deer
1	As the deer panteth for the water,
So my soul longeth after Thee.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship Thee.

ref	You alone are my strength, my shield;
To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship Thee.

2	You're my friend and You are my brother,
Even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other,
So much more than anything.

3	I want You more than gold or silver,
Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy-giver,
And the apple of my eye.
Text: © 1984 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, admin. Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1316340

Invocation & Verses of Truth
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

P	Show me Your ways, O LORD, teach me Your paths;
C	guide me in Your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior.
 
P	Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk in Your truth;
C	unite my heart to fear Your name.
 
P	Sanctify us in Your truth.
C	Your Word is truth.
 
P	Into Your hands I commit my spirit;
C	redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.

Confession and Absolution
P	Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C	who made heaven and earth.
 
P	If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C	But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
 
P	Since we are gathered to hear God's Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C	I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most. My Lord's name I have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with me, and so my love for others has filed. There are those whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin. What troubles me particularly is that in my words and actions, I have ignored God's truth. Worse, I have supplanted His truth with my opinions and have exchanged the truth about God for a lie. I am sorry for all this and ask for grace. I want to do better.
 
P	God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
C	Amen.
 
P	Do you believe that my forgiveness is God's forgiveness?
C	Yes.
 
P	Let it be done for you as you believe.
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Hymn of Praise	Create In Me, pp. 192–193
C	Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
P	Heavenly Father, You have given to us the great privilege of prayer, the ability to speak to you at any time or place, and the promise that You will listen. Grant that we may use this gift and carry on a constant communication with You, listening to Your glorious text to us and responding with prayer, praise and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit as one true God, now and forever. 
C	Amen.

First Reading	1 Thessalonians 5:12–24 (CSB)
12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to give recognition to those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to regard them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we exhort you, brothers and sisters: warn those who are idle, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See to it that no one repays evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good for one another and for all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray constantly, 18 give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Don’t stifle the Spirit. 20 Don’t despise prophecies, 21 but test all things. Hold on to what is good. 22 Stay away from every kind of evil. 
23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely. And may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will do it.
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Second Reading	Matthew 6:5–15 (CSB)
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
5 “Whenever you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, because they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by people. Truly I tell you, they have their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 7 When you pray, don’t babble like the Gentiles, since they imagine they’ll be heard for their many words. 8 Don’t be like them, because your Father knows the things you need before you ask him. 
9 “Therefore, you should pray like this: 
Our Father in heaven, 
your name be honored as holy. 
10 Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And do not bring us into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one., 
14 “For if you forgive others their offenses, your heavenly Father will forgive you as well. 15 But if you don’t forgive others, your Father will not forgive your offenses.
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Prayer

LSB 770—What a Friend We Have in Jesus
1	What a friend we have in Jesus,
    All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
    Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
    Oh, what needless pain we bear—
All because we do not carry
    Ev’rything to God in prayer!

2	Have we trials and temptations?
    Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged—
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
    Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness—
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.

3	Are we weak and heavy laden,
    Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge—
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
    Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee;
    Thou wilt find a solace there.
Text: Public domain

Sermon	Does Prayer Work?

Apostles’ Creed
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Offering Announcement

Prayer of the Church
P	Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once delivered to the saints. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people everywhere. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the president and congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state, and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws Help them to serve this people according to Your holy will. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our common life may be conformed to the ways of Your truth. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from their labors (especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.
C	Amen.

Lord's Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
P	Jesus Christ was born for this and came into the world for this:
C	to testify to the truth.
 
P	You who are of the truth, listen to His voice.
C	He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.

Soldiers of Christ, Arise
1	Soldiers of Christ, arise,
And put your armor on,
Strong in the strength which God supplies
Thro' his eternal Son.
Strong in the Lord of hosts,
And in his mighty pow'r,
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts
Is more than conqueror.

2	Stand then in his great might,
With all his strength endued;
And take, to arm you for the fight,
The panoply of God.
From strength to strength go on;
Wrestle and fight and pray;
Tread all the pow'rs of darkness down,
And win the well-fought day.

3	Leave no unguarded place,
No weakness of the soul;
Take every virtue, every grace,
And fortify the whole.
That having all things done
And all your conflicts past,
Ye may o'ercome through Christ alone
And stand complete at last.
Text: Public domain
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