
As We Gather
If our goal is spending an eternity in paradise with our God, we've got to figure our how we get there. Some will tell you that you must work your way there (though perhaps using more subtle language than that.) They'll tell you to pray harder, to do more good, to give more money, to have more faith, to offset your carbon emissions, to use "trickle-down economics," the list can  (and does) go on and on. While we can argue about the value of these things on their own, to tie any of them to salvation misses the point entirely. You are saved by Jesus: by His death on the cross, by His gift of Baptism, by grace, through faith. Thank God you cannot save yourself. He has done it all!

Prayer before Worship
Almighty God, heavenly Father, Your mercies are new to us every morning and, though we in no wise deserve Your goodness, You abundantly provide for all our wants of body and soul. Give us, we humbly pray, Your Holy Spirit that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and cheerfully serve You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Preservice Music

Welcome & Ringing of the Bell

Confession and Absolution

LSB 549—All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name	sts. 1–5
1	All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!
    Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem
    And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
    And crown Him Lord of all.

2	Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God,
    Who from His altar call;
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
    And crown Him Lord of all.
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod
    And crown Him Lord of all.

3	Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,
    Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him who saves you by His grace
    And crown Him Lord of all.
Hail Him who saves you by His grace
    And crown Him Lord of all.

4	Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line,
    Whom David Lord did call,
The God incarnate, man divine,
    And crown Him Lord of all.
The God incarnate, man divine,
    And crown Him Lord of all.

5	Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
    The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
    And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
    And crown Him Lord of all.
Text: Public domain

Invocation & Verses of Truth
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

P	LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Why may live on your holy hill?
C	He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart.
 
P	Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long
C	Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.
 
P	I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and salvation. I do not conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly.
C	Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD; may your love and your truth always protect me.
 
P	In your majesty ride forth victoriously in behalf of truth, humility, and righteousness; let your right hand display awesome deeds.
C	Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell.
 
P	Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.
C	Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.
 
P	Do not snatch the word of truth from my mouth, for I have put my hope in your laws.
C	The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

Confession and Absolution
P	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
 
P	Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have wandered away from the truth. We have made ready our tongues like bows, to shoot lies. We go from one sin to another and do not acknowledge you. We have listened to the lies of the devil and let him deceive us. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, hav mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your truth to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
 
P	Friends in Christ, God wants all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. In love, He chose to give us birth through the Word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of all He created. And the truth is this: "That God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life." Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Hymn of Praise	LSB 549—All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name, sts. 6–7
6	Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
    On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
    And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
    And crown Him Lord of all.

7	Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
    We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
    And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song
    And crown Him Lord of all.
Text: Public domain

Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
P	Lord God, You have saved us by grace, through faith, not because we have earned it but because You abound in steadfast love. Give us ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to understand the richness of that love so that we may not boast in ourselves, but in You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

First Reading	Ephesians 2:1–10 (CSB)
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously walked according to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the disobedient. 3 We too all previously lived among them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by nature children under wrath as the others were also. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, 5 made us alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 He also raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—9 not from works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Second Reading	John 3:1–21 (CSB)
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
1 There was a man from the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to him at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one could perform these signs you do unless God were with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again,, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 “How can anyone be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked him. “Can he enter his mother’s womb a second time and be born?” 
5 Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I told you that you must be born again. 8 The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear its sound, but you don’t know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 
10 “Are you a teacher of Israel and don’t know these things?” Jesus replied. 11 “Truly I tell you, we speak what we know and we testify to what we have seen, but you do not accept our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven—the Son of Man., 
14 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 16 For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Anyone who believes in him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God. 19 This is the judgment: The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the light and avoids it, so that his deeds may not be exposed. 21 But anyone who lives by the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be shown to be accomplished by God.”
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

LSB 575—My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
1	My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

ref	On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

2	When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3	His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4	When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain
Text: Public domain

Sermon	How Do We Get There?

Nicene Creed
C	I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Offering Announcement

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Communion Address
P	To those who will come to the Lord's Table, I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to this gift of Christ in true faith; that you come understanding that in this sacrament, God truly adds the Body and Blood of Christ to this bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. What we do here is not just a symbol or a sign; it is a sacrament instituted by God and gives to us for forgiveness and the strengthening of our faith. Therefore take note of and give thanks for the boundless love that He showed us when He saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and hell by His blood. Receive this bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, knowing that forgiveness is coming to you personally, and Jesus is at work in your life.
C	Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The Words of Our Lord
P	Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C	Amen.

Video Presentation	By Grace I'm Saved—Koine Worship

LSB 571—God Loved the World So That He Gave
1	God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2	Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3	God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4	Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,
Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5	If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

D	6	Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!
Text: Public domain

Benedicamus & Benediction
P	Jesus Christ was born for this and came into the world for this:
C	to testify to the truth.
 
P	You who are of the truth, listen to His voice.
C	He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.

LSB 563—Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
1	Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

2	Bold shall I stand in that great day,
Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;
Fully absolved through these I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

3	Lord, I believe Thy precious blood,
Which at the mercy seat of God
Pleads for the captives’ liberty,
Was also shed in love for me.

4	Lord, I believe, were sinners more
Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid,
For all a full atonement made.

5	When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

6	Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.
Text: Public domain
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