
As We Gather
We've covered the role of a pastor, we've covered the role of the Church, but what about you? Where do you fit into this system God has created? What job has He given you to do? The answer shouldn't be at all surprising by now: to testify to the truth. As you go through life, living and serving God in your various vocations, God has a job for you. Just as He works in and through you to do what He wills, so also He speaks through you to your family, friends, and neighbors so that the truth would continue to grow and expand.

Prayer before Worship
Almighty and gracious God, You want all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. Magnify the power of the Gospel in the hearts of Your faithful people that Your Church may spread the good news of salvation. Protect, encourage, and bless all missionaries who proclaim the saving cross that Christ, being lifted up, may draw all people to Himself, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Preservice Music

Welcome & Ringing of the Bell

Confession and Absolution

LSB 783—Take My Life and Let It Be	sts. 1–4
1	Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2	Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

3	Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

4	Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
Text: Public domain

Invocation & Verses of Truth
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

P	LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Why may live on your holy hill?
C	He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart.
 
P	Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long
C	Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.
 
P	I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and salvation. I do not conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly.
C	Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD; may your love and your truth always protect me.
 
P	In your majesty ride forth victoriously in behalf of truth, humility, and righteousness; let your right hand display awesome deeds.
C	Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell.
 
P	Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.
C	Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.
 
P	Do not snatch the word of truth from my mouth, for I have put my hope in your laws.
C	The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

Confession and Absolution
P	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
 
P	Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have wandered away from the truth. We have made ready our tongues like bows, to shoot lies. We go from one sin to another and do not acknowledge you. We have listened to the lies of the devil and let him deceive us. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, hav mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your truth to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
 
P	Friends in Christ, God wants all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. In love, He chose to give us birth through the Word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of all He created. And the truth is this: "That God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life." Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Hymn of Praise	LSB 783—Take My Life and Let It Be, sts. 5–6
5	Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6	Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.
Text: Public domain

Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
P	Lord Jesus, You have the true words of eternal life; there is nowhere else we can go and there is no other place we would rather be. As we testify to the truth in our lives, give us great courage and boldness that we may speak clearly and confidently, gently and respectfully, engagingly and winsomely so that more people would come to know You; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

First Reading	1 Peter 3:13–22 (CSB)
13 Who then will harm you if you are devoted to what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness, you are blessed. Do not fear them, or be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 Yet do this with gentleness and reverence, keeping a clear conscience, so that when you are accused, those who disparage your good conduct in Christ will be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive by the Spirit, 19 in which he also went and made proclamation to the spirits in prison 20 who in the past were disobedient, when God patiently waited in the days of Noah while the ark was being prepared. In it a few—that is, eight people,—were saved through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not as the removal of dirt from the body, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him.
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Second Reading	John 6:51–69 (CSB)
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
52 At that, the Jews argued among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 
53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life in yourselves. 54 The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day, 55 because my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven; it is not like the manna your ancestors ate—and they died. The one who eats this bread will live forever.” 
59 He said these things while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 
60 Therefore, when many of his disciples heard this, they said, “This teaching is hard. Who can accept it?” 
61 Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, asked them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you were to observe the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 The Spirit is the one who gives life. The flesh doesn’t help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some among you who don’t believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him.) 65 He said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted to him by the Father.” 
66 From that moment many of his disciples turned back and no longer accompanied him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, “You don’t want to go away too, do you?” 
68 Simon Peter answered, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”,
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

LSB 664—Fight the Good Fight
1	Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Your joy and crown eternally.

2	Run the straight race through God’s good grace;
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.

3	Cast care aside, lean on your guide;
His boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove
Christ is your life and Christ your love.

4	Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changes not who holds you dear;
Only believe, and you will see
That Christ is all eternally.
Text: Public domain

Sermon	What Is the Role of a Christian?

Nicene Creed
C	I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Offering Announcement

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface	LSB 160
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.
 
P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.
 
P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper
P	It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus	LSB 161, sung
C	Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Words of Our Lord
P	Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C	Amen.

Video Presentation	You Are My All in All

LSB 643—Sent Forth by God's Blessing
1	Sent forth by God’s blessing,
    Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
    The Supper is ended.
    O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
    The seed of His teaching,
    Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
    His grace did invite us,
    His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.

2	With praise and thanksgiving
    To God ever-living,
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.
    Our faith ever sharing,
    In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
    With Your feast You feed us,
    With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
    Then may all the living
    With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002669

Benedicamus & Benediction
P	Jesus Christ was born for this and came into the world for this:
C	to testify to the truth.
 
P	You who are of the truth, listen to His voice.
C	He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.

LSB 828—We Are Called to Stand Together
1	We are called to stand together
    With the saints of ages past,
With the patriarchs and prophets
    In the faith they once held fast;
Promises and hopes they treasured
    Now we find fulfilled at last!

2	Those whom Jesus called apostles
    Journeyed with Him side by side,
Heard His teaching, felt His power,
    Saw the way He lived and died;
Then the news of resurrection
    They delivered far and wide.

3	Through the intervening ages
    Round the world the Gospel spread:
Faithful heralds took the message,
    Guided where the Spirit led;
So the body grew in stature,
    Serving Christ, the living head.

4	Now in many tongues and cultures
    Songs of celebration ring;
Millions who confess our Savior
    Honor Him as Lord and King
And, for courage, grace and guidance
    Ev’ry day their prayers they bring.

5	To each coming generation
    Tell the truth, persuade, explain,
Till the time when time is ended,
    Till the Savior comes again—
Till the saints are all united
    Under Christ’s eternal reign!
Text: © 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002669
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