
As We Gather
Every pastor has heard that comment: "It must be nice to only work one day a week." While most of the time it's meant in jest, there's a kernel of truth embedded in the joke. What do pastors even do? What role do they play in the body of Christ? The answer can be summed up simply: to testify to the truth. In many ways, it's not all that different than that of any other Christian, only pastors are called to do it publicly. The pastor's job is to speak the truth about Christ and equip you to do the same.

Prayer before Worship
O almighty God, by Your Son, our Savior, You have always given to Your Church on earth faithful shepherds to guide and feed Your flock. Therefore we pray, make all pastors diligent to preach Your holy Word and to administer Your means of grace, and grant Your people wisdom to follow in the way that leads to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Preservice Music

Welcome & Ringing of the Bell

Confession and Absolution

LSB 826—Hard, the Voice of Jesus Crying
1	Hark, the voice of Jesus crying,
    “Who will go and work today?
Fields are white and harvests waiting—
    Who will bear the sheaves away?”
Loud and long the Master calleth;
    Rich reward He offers thee.
Who will answer, gladly saying,
    “Here am I, send me, send me”?

2	If you cannot speak like angels,
    If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus,
    You can say He died for all.
If you cannot rouse the wicked
    With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children
    To the Savior’s waiting arms.

3	If you cannot be a watchman,
    Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven,
    Off’ring life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your bounties
    You can do what God commands;
You can be like faithful Aaron,
    Holding up the prophet’s hands.

4	Let none hear you idly saying,
    “There is nothing I can do,”
While the multitudes are dying
    And the Master calls for you.
Take the task He gives you gladly,
    Let His work your pleasure be;
Answer quickly when He calleth,
    “Here am I, send me, send me!”
Text: Public domain

Invocation & Verses of Truth
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

P	The LORD is near to all who call on him,
C	to all who call on him in truth
 
P	I, the LORD, speak the truth.
C	I declare what is right.
 
P	The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
C	We have seen his glory, the glory of the On and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Confession and Absolution
P	This is the message we have hear from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
C	If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.
 
P	But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
C	If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
 
P	If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
C	If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
 
P	My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
C	He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
 
P	The truth is that you are a sinner who has earned the wrath of God. But more than that, the truth is that Jesus Christ came to save sinners, "of whom I am the worst," so that you and I might be set free to serve Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I speak not my words, but His: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Hymn of Praise	LSB 949—Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship
1	Heav’nly hosts in ceaseless worship
    “Holy, holy, holy” cry;
“He who is, who was and will be,
    God Almighty, Lord Most High.”
Praise and honor, pow’r and glory,
    Be to Him who reigns alone!
We, with all His hands have fashioned,
    Fall before the Father’s throne.

2	All creation, all redemption,
    Join to sing the Savior’s worth;
Lamb of God, whose blood has bought us,
    Kings and priests, to reign on earth.
Wealth and wisdom, pow’r and glory,
    Honor, might, dominion, praise,
Now be His from all His creatures
    And to everlasting days!
Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002669

Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
P	Almighty God, You have blessed Your church with the office of holy ministry, giving us pastors to faithfully proclaim Your truth by means of Word and Sacrament. Bless them in the work You have given them to do and strengthen our faith that we might join them in Your mission to proclaim the Good News of Jesus to those who do not yet believe; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

First Reading	2 Timothy 2:14–19 (CSB)
14 Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to fight about words. This is useless and leads to the ruin of those who listen. 15 Be diligent to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth. 16 Avoid irreverent and empty speech, since those who engage in it will produce even more godlessness, 17 and their teaching will spread like gangrene. Hymenaeus and Philetus are among them. 18 They have departed from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and are ruining the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, bearing this inscription: The Lord knows those who are his, and let everyone who calls on the name of the Lord turn away from wickedness.
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Second Reading	John 20:19–23 (CSB)
19 When it was evening on that first day of the week, the disciples were gathered together with the doors locked because they feared the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20 Having said this, he showed them his hands and his side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I also send you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

LSB 656—A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
1	A mighty fortress is our God,
    A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need
    That hath us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe
Now means deadly woe;
    Deep guile and great might
    Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.

2	With might of ours can naught be done,
    Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One,
    Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is,
    Of Sabaoth Lord,
    And there’s none other God;
He holds the field forever.

3	Though devils all the world should fill,
    All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill;
    They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
    He can harm us none.
    He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.

4	The Word they still shall let remain
    Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain
    With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child, and wife,
    Though these all be gone,
    Our vict’ry has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.
Text: Public domain

Sermon	What Is the Role of a Pastor?

Nicene Creed
C	I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Offering Announcement

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Communion Address
P	To those who will come to the Lord's table, I ask you to consider that this meal was instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. By His true Word, He adds His own Body and Blood to the forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of your sins. By His true Word, He declares: "This is My body... This is My blood." Therefore, what we do here is not a symbol, but a sacrament where Jesus is truly present. Let those who come to this table not come to it lightly, but with true repentance, acknowledging the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine, and with a promise to also forgive those who sin against you. Jesus came to "testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to His voice."
C	Amen.

The Words of Institution
P	Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C	Amen.

Video Presentation	O The Blood

LSB 632—O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
1	O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee
My heartfelt thanks forever be,
Who hast so lovingly bestowed
On me Thy body and Thy blood.

2	Break forth, my soul, for joy and say:
What wealth is come to me this day!
My Savior dwells within my heart:
How blessed am I! How good Thou art!
Text: Public domain

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P	Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
P	Jesus Christ was born for this and came into the world for this:
C	to testify to the truth.
 
P	You who are of the truth, listen to His voice.
C	He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.

LSB 660—Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
1	Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
    Ye soldiers of the cross.
Lift high His royal banner;
    It must not suffer loss.
From vict’ry unto vict’ry
    His army He shall lead
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished,
    And Christ is Lord indeed.

2	Stand up, stand up for Jesus;
    The trumpet call obey;
Stand forth in mighty conflict
    In this His glorious day.
Let all His faithful serve Him
    Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger
    And strength to strength oppose.

3	Stand up, stand up for Jesus;
    Stand in His strength alone.
The arm of flesh will fail you,
    Ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the Gospel armor;
    Each piece put on with prayer.
Where duty calls or danger,
    Be never wanting there.

4	Stand up, stand up for Jesus;
    The strife will not be long;
This day the din of battle,
    The next the victor’s song.
The soldiers, overcoming,
    Their crown of life shall see
And with the King of Glory
    Shall reign eternally.
Text: Public domain
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