
As We Gather
Today, we come to the end of this sabbatical sermon series. We've explored the basis of truth. We've heard that truth proclaimed in the basic teachings of the church. We've dug into how that truth plays out in this thing we call Church. So where do we go from here? As we live out this truth from day to day, what can we expect? How will the truth change our interactions with the world around us? Scripture holds up two truths in answer to our question: 1) The truth will put us at odds with the world, leading to conflict and division, and 2) The truth of God's Word will bear fruit, accomplishing what God wills. It's a bit of a mystery how these two can both be true, and there are still many truths we don't yet understand. But Jesus is the Truth who has come to "testify to the truth" and we have no other choice but to follow where He led. We follow through the pain and suffering, trials and death, into the empty tomb, the ascension into heaven, and eternal rest in Him.

Prayer before Worship
Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Preservice Music

Welcome & Ringing of the Bell

Confession and Absolution

LSB 605—Father Welcomes
ref	Father welcomes all His children
    To His fam’ly through His Son.
Father giving His salvation,
    Life forever has been won.

1	Little children, come to Me,
For My kingdom is of these.
Life and love I have to give,
Mercy for your sin. Refrain

2	In the water, in the Word,
In His promise, be assured:
Those who are baptized and believe
Shall be born again. Refrain

3	Let us daily die to sin;
Let us daily rise with Him,
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,
Live in the peace of God. Refrain
Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002669

Invocation & Verses of Truth
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

P	The LORD is near to all who call on him,
C	to all who call on him in truth
 
P	I, the LORD, speak the truth.
C	I declare what is right.
 
P	The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
C	We have seen his glory, the glory of the On and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Confession and Absolution
P	This is the message we have hear from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
C	If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.
 
P	But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
C	If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
 
P	If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
C	If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
 
P	My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
C	He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
 
P	The truth is that you are a sinner who has earned the wrath of God. But more than that, the truth is that Jesus Christ came to save sinners, "of whom I am the worst," so that you and I might be set free to serve Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I speak not my words, but His: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Hymn of Praise	LSB 588—Jesus Loves Me, sts. 1–2 with alt. 3rd verse
1	Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
    Little ones to Him belong;
    They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain

ref	Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

2	Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gates to open wide.
    He has washed away my sin,
    Lets His little child come in. Refrain

3	Jesus loves me! He will stay
Close beside me all the way;
He's prepared a home for me,
And someday His face I'll see. Refrain
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2): Public domain; (st. 3): Public domain

Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
P	Almighty God and Father, as we reflect back on all we have learned and experienced over the last fifteen weeks, we are both intimidated and energized. The road before us is long and hard, yet we take comfort in Your all-abiding presence in and with us. Prepare us to meet the days ahead in the sure confidence that You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life, so that we might remain faithful until the Day You come again; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

First Reading	Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 (CSB)
1 “Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and ordinances I am teaching you to follow, so that you may live, enter, and take possession of the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2 You must not add anything to what I command you or take anything away from it, so that you may keep the commands of the Lord your God I am giving you.
6 Carefully follow them, for this will show your wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the peoples. When they hear about all these statutes, they will say, ‘This great nation is indeed a wise and understanding people.’ 7 For what great nation is there that has a god near to it as the Lord our God is to us whenever we call to him? 8 And what great nation has righteous statutes and ordinances like this entire law I set before you today? 
9 “Only be on your guard and diligently watch yourselves, so that you don’t forget the things your eyes have seen and so that they don’t slip from your mind as long as you live. Teach them to your children and your grandchildren."
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Second Reading	Matthew 24:1–14 (CSB)
1 As Jesus left and was going out of the temple, his disciples came up and called his attention to its buildings. 2 He replied to them, “Do you see all these things? Truly I tell you, not one stone will be left here on another that will not be thrown down.” 
3 While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately and said, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what is the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 
4 Jesus replied to them, “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and they will deceive many. 6 You are going to hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, because these things must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these events are the beginning of labor pains. 
9 “Then they will hand you over to be persecuted, and they will kill you. You will be hated by all nations because of my name. 10 Then many will fall away, betray one another, and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 Because lawlessness will multiply, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 14 This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Children's Prayer

LSB 894—For the Fruits of His Creation
1	For the fruits of His creation,
    Thanks be to God.
For His gifts to ev’ry nation,
    Thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
    Thanks be to God.

2	In the just reward of labor,
    God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
    God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
For the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing,
    God’s will is done.

3	For the harvests of the Spirit,
    Thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
    Thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
For the truths that still confound us,
Most of all, that love has found us,
    Thanks be to God.
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002669

Sermon	What Can Christians Expect?

Apostles’ Creed
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Offering Announcement

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
P	Jesus Christ was born for this and came into the world for this:
C	to testify to the truth.
 
P	You who are of the truth, listen to His voice.
C	He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.

LSB 850—God of Grace and God of Glory
1	God of grace and God of glory,
    On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story;
    Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
    For the facing of this hour,
    For the facing of this hour.

2	Lo, the hosts of evil round us
    Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
    Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
    For the living of these days,
    For the living of these days.

3	Cure Your children’s warring madness;
    Bend our pride to Your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
    Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.

4	Save us from weak resignation
    To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of Your salvation
    Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
    Serving You whom we adore,
    Serving You whom we adore.
Text: Public domain
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