
As We Gather
As we testify to the truth, we would be remiss if we did not speak the truth in how we got to the point we're at today. God has been and is at work throughout all of human history to accomplish His will, even to bringing us together in church this morning. Through the Old and New Testaments, the early Christian communities, the time of the Reformation, and the foundation of this church, God's truth has been proclaimed. Indeed, the only reason that you and I are here is because these previous generations have been faithful to the truth. And if we hope for another generation of faithful Christians, you and I must follow where Christ has led and testify to the truth.

Prayer before Worship
Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian Church by Your Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully grant that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Preservice Music

Welcome & Ringing of the Bell

Confession and Absolution

LSB 387—Joy to the World	sts. 1–3
1	Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
    Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
    And heav’n and nature sing,
    And heav’n and nature sing,
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2	Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
    Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
    Repeat the sounding joy,
    Repeat the sounding joy,
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3	No more let sins and sorrows grow
    Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
    Far as the curse is found,
    Far as the curse is found,
    Far as, far as the curse is found.
Text: Public domain

Invocation & Verses of Truth
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

P	Show me Your ways, O LORD, teach me Your paths;
C	guide me in Your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior.
 
P	Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk in Your truth;
C	unite my heart to fear Your name.
 
P	Sanctify us in Your truth.
C	Your Word is truth.
 
P	Into Your hands I commit my spirit;
C	redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.

Confession and Absolution
P	Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C	who made heaven and earth.
 
P	If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C	But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
 
P	Since we are gathered to hear God's Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C	I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most. My Lord's name I have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with me, and so my love for others has filed. There are those whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin. What troubles me particularly is that in my words and actions, I have ignored God's truth. Worse, I have supplanted His truth with my opinions and have exchanged the truth about God for a lie. I am sorry for all this and ask for grace. I want to do better.
 
P	God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
C	Amen.
 
P	Do you believe that my forgiveness is God's forgiveness?
C	Yes.
 
P	Let it be done for you as you believe.
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Hymn of Praise	LSB 387—Joy to the World, st. 4
4	He rules the world with truth and grace
    And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
    And wonders of His love,
    And wonders of His love,
    And wonders, wonders of His love.
Text: Public domain

Service of the Word

Prayer of the Day
P	Lord Jesus Christ, cornerstone of Your Church, we are here today because at some point in our lives, somebody cared enough about us to testify to the Truth and tell us about You. As we now stand on the solid foundation of Your Word, help us to do the same for the people in our lives; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit as one true God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

First Reading	Psalm 136 (CSB)
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
4 He alone does great wonders. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
5 He made the heavens skillfully. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
6 He spread the land on the waters. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
7 He made the great lights: 
His faithful love endures forever. 
8 the sun to rule by day, 
His faithful love endures forever. 
9 the moon and stars to rule by night. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
10 He struck the firstborn of the Egyptians 
His faithful love endures forever. 
11 and brought Israel out from among them 
His faithful love endures forever. 
12 with a strong hand and outstretched arm. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
13 He divided the Red Sea 
His faithful love endures forever. 
14 and led Israel through, 
His faithful love endures forever. 
15 but hurled Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
16 He led his people in the wilderness. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
17 He struck down great kings 
His faithful love endures forever. 
18 and slaughtered famous kings—
His faithful love endures forever. 
19 Sihon king of the Amorites 
His faithful love endures forever. 
20 and Og king of Bashan—
His faithful love endures forever. 
21 and gave their land as an inheritance, 
His faithful love endures forever. 
22 an inheritance to Israel his servant. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
23 He remembered us in our humiliation 
His faithful love endures forever. 
24 and rescued us from our foes. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
25 He gives food to every creature. 
His faithful love endures forever. 
26 Give thanks to the God of heaven! 
His faithful love endures forever.
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Second Reading	Ephesians 2:11–22 (CSB)
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Ephesians, the second chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
11 So, then, remember that at one time you were Gentiles in the flesh—called “the uncircumcised” by those called “the circumcised,” which is done in the flesh by human hands. 12 At that time you were without Christ, excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. In his flesh, 15 he made of no effect the law consisting of commands and expressed in regulations, so that he might create in himself one new man from the two, resulting in peace. 16 He did this so that he might reconcile both to God in one body through the cross by which he put the hostility to death. 17 He came and proclaimed the good news of peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So, then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building, being put together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you are also being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit.
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Prayer

LSB 651—I Love Your Kingdom, Lord
1	I love Your kingdom, Lord,
    The place of Your abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
    With His own precious blood.

2	Beyond my highest joy
    I prize its heav’nly ways,
Its sweet communion, solemn vows,
    Its hymns of love and praise.

3	I love Your Church, O God,
    Your saints in ev’ry land,
Dear as the apple of Your eye
    And graven on Your hand.

4	For them my tears shall fall;
    For them my prayers ascend;
For them my cares and toils be giv’n
    Till toils and cares shall end.

5	Sure as Your truth shall last,
    To Zion shall be giv’n
The brightest glories earth can yield
    And brighter bliss of heav’n.
Text: Public domain

Sermon	How Did We Get Here?

Apostles’ Creed
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Offering Announcement

Prayer of the Church
P	Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once delivered to the saints. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people everywhere. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the president and congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state, and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws Help them to serve this people according to Your holy will. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our common life may be conformed to the ways of Your truth. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from their labors (especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Spirit of truth,
C	hear our prayer.
P	All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.
C	Amen.

Lord's Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
P	Jesus Christ was born for this and came into the world for this:
C	to testify to the truth.
 
P	You who are of the truth, listen to His voice.
C	He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.

LSB 924—Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
1	Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing,
    Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing,
    Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us,
Trav’ling through this wilderness.

2	Thanks we give and adoration
    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation
    In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To Your truth may we be found.

3	Savior, when Your love shall call us
    From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us,
    Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with You in endless day.
Text: Public domain
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