1 John 4:14-15  5/7/06 THE DAVINCI CODE: FACT OR FICTION (Part 4)

    As we get started this morning I know that many of you probably won’t see this movie we’re talking about, and I understand your reluctance to fill Dan Brown’s pockets, but just to give you a little bit of the flavor of the thing, I thought I would show you one of the Da Vinci Code trailers:

Show DaVinci Code Trailer

Aside from the suspenseful sound track and mysteries and conspiracies implied there, What was one specific message that stood out for you in that trailer?  Did you catch it?  At the very end were the words: “Seek the Truth.”

   You know, when I saw that, I just had to shake my head.  Here is a movie, based on a book, that does everything it can to dismantle truth, and yet it sells itself by saying “Seek the Truth.” 

    Well, I hope and I pray, that after all the hype is over people will seek the truth, and that’s what this sermon series has been all about.  Giving you the truth, encouraging you to seek the truth and to share the truth.  

   I’ve talked with some Christians now who have seen the movie and felt that it was just Hollywood and entertainment, and of course they would never believe the things presented in the movie.  And I guess that’s encouraging to me, to know that at least for some Christians, the foundation of their faith is strong, and their knowledge of Hollywood is great enough to know that you can’t trust what you see in the movies.  And I hope that most of the folks who see the movie will feel the same way.  I would like to believe that.  However recently we’ve been seeing some statistics that are not encouraging.  For instance, according to a new survey conducted by Opinion Research Business, after reading the DaVinci Code by Dan Brown, 60 percent of British readers said that they believed that Jesus had fathered children with Mary Magdalene.  And 80 percent said they were more likely to believe as true that the Catholic group Opus Dei was a murderous organization responsible for killing people to cover up church secrets.

    That poll and others taken around the world show that for many, many people, the Da Vinci Code is not just entertainment, but propaganda that is redefining what people think about the basic tenants of the Christian faith.  That’s why I felt this was a necessary subject to deal with from the pulpit.  That’s why these sermons are posted on our church website. And why we’re spending one more week on it today.  I’m not going to review all of false statements in the Da Vinci Code that we’ve handled so far – again, you can access all of that information on the Web site.  

    This morning I want to start with one of the biggest and most dangerous lies that Brown is selling in his book.  He says
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"Jesus' establishment as 'the Son of God' was officially proposed and voted on by the Council of Nicea.”

Brown says it was a “relatively close vote.”

“By officially endorsing Jesus as the Son of God, Constantine turned Jesus into a deity who existed beyond the scope of the human world, an entity whose power was unchallengeable. This not only precluded further pagan challenges to Christianity, but now the followers of Christ were able to redeem themselves only via the established sacred channel—the Roman Catholic Church."

Now folks, if we compare what Brown says there to what God says in His word this morning, what do we know?  He has rejected, the very foundation of the Christian faith.  John says, “If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.”  It’s the heart of our faith.  If Jesus Christ was not God, then He certainly did not have the authority or the power take the responsibility for your sins and mine onto Himself so that he could be punished for them instead of you.  He didn’t have the authority or the power to thereby forgive your sins.  If Jesus Christ was not the Son of God, he didn’t have the authority to take life back into his dead body and live again and He most certainly would not have the power to resurrect you as the Bible teaches.  So we kindof have a lot at stake here, don’t we?  And we really can’t afford to ignore statements like these that Brown is making.  So how do we answer this charge?  Very easily – if you stick to the facts of history.  And the fact is…
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The Council of Nicea did not debate over whether Jesus was divine or mortal, (that was never a question) but whether he was coeternal with the Father as the Bible teaches and the early church confessed.

The vote was 300 to 2! (that He is coeternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit)

(I guess that’s a close vote to Dan Brown…)
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"It was all about power," Teabing continued. "Christ as Messiah was critical to the functioning of Church and state. Many scholars claim that the early Church literally stole Jesus from His original followers, hijacking His human message, shrouding it in an impenetrable cloak of divinity, and using it to expand their own power."

Slide: Hijacking

If anyone is trying to hijack Jesus, it’s Dan Brown and other revisionist historians.

   There is just no way that you can say that Jesus had a human-only message.

Slide: Fact

The Bible clearly claims Jesus is God.

John 1:1 - “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

Colossians 1:19 - “God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Him.”

Hebrews 1:8 - “But about the Son He (the Father) says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever.”

2 Peter 1:1 - “…To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ…”

Folks, the church didn’t write those messages in.  Those are books are all 1st century writings by people who were eyewitnesses of Jesus death – and of His resurrection.  They also clearly show that…
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Jesus Claimed to be God

The Jewish leaders tried to kill Him because in “calling God His own Father, (Jesus was) making himself equal with God.” (John 5:18)

“I and the Father are one.”  (John 10:30)

When Caiaphas asked Him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said simply, “I am.” (Mark 14:61-62)

You cannot have a son that is of a different nature than you are.  In other words, if you have a son, that son will be a human being.  He won’t be a dog; he won’t be a turtle.  He’ll be human.  And God cannot have a Son who does not have the nature of God.  The Son of God, is God.  The Jews in Jesus’ day understood this.  In John 5, Jesus was healing people on the Sabbath day, so the text says: “Because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him.  Jesus said to them, ‘My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too, am working.’  For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.”  And he was.  Later in the same chapter Jesus said that God the Father “has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.”

   None of this of course, stops Dan Brown.  We go on…
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"Because Constantine upgraded Jesus' status almost four centuries after Jesus' death, thousands of documents already existed chronicling His life as a mortal man. To rewrite the history books, Constantine knew he would need a bold stroke. From this sprang the most profound moment in Christian history." Teabing paused, eyeing Sophie. "Constantine commissioned and financed a new Bible, which omitted those gospels that spoke of Christ's human traits and embellished those gospels that made Him godlike.”
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Constantine did not “upgrade Jesus’ status.  As already shown, the earliest Christians already understood Jesus was divine.

(Then a minor little error, compared to the others…)

Jesus died in AD 33 and Constantine converted in AD 312 - almost three centuries, not four.

The claim of “thousands of documents” that show Jesus to be mortal only is simply false.

Of course, we’ve already talked a little bit about the Gnostic gospels.  There were maybe 40 of those – quite a stretch from “thousands”.  And they certainly did not teach that Jesus was only mortal.  Far from it, most of them claimed that he was only divine.   You know, at a certain point, this all gets kind of embarrassing – you almost start to feel bad for Brown and wish he would quit while he was behind, but of course, he doesn’t….
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"Fortunately for historians," Teabing said, "some of the gospels that Constantine attempted to eradicate managed to survive. The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in the 1950s hidden in a cave near Qumran in the Judean desert. And, of course, the Coptic Scrolls in 1945 at Nag Ham-madi. In addition to telling the true Grail story, these documents speak of Christ's ministry in very human terms.”
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Constantine did not try to eradicate any gospels.

The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in 1947, not the 1950’s.

The Dead Sea Scrolls do not contain any gospels or any references to Jesus whatsoever.

    It’s all old testament stuff – and I’ll come back to that in a minute…

Brown also mentions the…
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Discovered in 1945 by Muhammed ‘Ali Samman.

12 leatherbound codices/books, and a copy of Plato’s Republic (53 works total).

Coptic translations of Greek originals.

Copied and buried around 350 A.D.
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Various types of literature.

Creative and redemptive myths

Commentaries

Liturgical texts

Feminine deific and spiritual principles (Sophia)

“Secret sayings” of Jesus

"Unclassifiable“ documents

The assumption Brown makes is that these writings are of greater or equal status than the New Testament.  Again, the reality is just the opposite.  The Bible has thousands of reliable, early and documented manuscripts of it’s books.  These are just a few scattered books from 350 a.d., 300 years after the facts, and most aren’t even about Jesus or the Gospels at all.  But it brings us back to this philosophy of Gnosticism that we’ve talked about earlier.  And you just need to understand that there was a cultish type group of people in that time period that had some wacky ideas…

Slide: What is Gnosticism

Gnosis - knowledge

Formally existed during the 2nd-4th centuries

A “divine spark” in every person connects him to god, who is unknowable and hidden from us

Secret knowledge is gained by an elite few through divine revelation, delivering them from ignorance

Dualism – god/spirit is good, matter is evil; Therefore, god could not have created the world because good cannot create evil.  A lesser divinity, Demiurge, made the mistake of forming the world with Sophia (wisdom)

   Gnostics taught that some people were special.  It was – and is today quite an appealing idea.  We all like to feel special…  To the Gnostic, the special people could gain a “secret knowledge” that  set the “true” follower of Christ apart from the common man.  And of course, only the special ones could experience salvation – which was your spark of divinity being liberated from the flesh and joining with other sparks to make up the true God.  

   And they wrote stories and often tried to give those stories credibility by linking them with a Biblical character.

    For instance, recently you may have heard of the Gospel of Judas.  National Geographic did a big special on it on Palm Sunday and teased us with the question: “Will a dramatic discovery rewrite biblical history?” Well of course, it won’t.  Again, it’s a late 2nd or third century document, that never had credibility with the early church, and once you take a look at it, you’ll realize why – it’s just wacky…  Here’s an example:

Slide: Gospel of Judas

“The 72 luminaries themselves made 360 luminaries appear in the incorruptible generation in accordance with the will of the Spirit that their number should be five for each.  The 12 aeons of the 12 luminaries constitute their father with six heavens for each aeon.”

   Just weird stuff.  Folks, let me assure you, Jesus did not come into this world, suffer and die on a cross, rise from the dead and ascend into heaven in order keep that information secret – and only reveal it to a few special people.  The fact is that all of you are special to Him.  The Bible says that you are priests of God and a holy people.  You are forgiven.  You are friends of Christ and heirs of Christ.  Our reading earlier shows you that when you acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and live in His love, God lives in you.  That’s how special you are to Him, and He is not about keeping that message secret.

Slide: What does the Bible say about secret knowledge

Colossians 2:6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, … 2:8 Be careful not to allow anyone to captivate you through an empty, deceitful philosophy that is according to human traditions and the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 2:9 For in him all the fullness of deity lives in bodily form,…

John 18:20 I have spoken openly to the world; I always taught in synagogues, and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and I spoke nothing in secret.

   Jesus most certainly did not envision a Gnostic few, who discovered and kept His secrets to themselves, but a dynamic force who would go out into the world and “make disciples of all nations”

Stay with me, now, we’re almost through…
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“Of course, the Vatican, in keeping with their tradition of misinformation, tried very hard to suppress the release of these scrolls. And why wouldn't they? The scrolls highlight glaring historical discrepancies and fabrications, clearly confirming that the modern Bible was compiled and edited by men who possessed a political agenda—to promote the divinity of the man Jesus Christ and use His influence to solidify their own power base."

Slide: Fact:

None of the Dead Sea scrolls involve Christianity.

The Scrolls do prove the accuracy of manuscript recopying of the Old Testament. (I.e. “The Great Isaiah Scroll”)

The Vatican regards them as very congenial to the faith and by no means antagonistic

For instance, we’ve looked at this before
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Before 1947, the oldest copy we had of the book of Isaiah was dated in the 10th century a.d.  But among the Dead Sea Scrolls, a complete copy was found that was 850 years older than anything we had.  And it was almost identical with the current text.  850 years of copying with virtually no difference!
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“It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever contradicted a biblical reference.”
- Nelson Glueck, Jewish archaeologist.

“Christianity lived because it was true to the truth.  Through all the centuries it has never been able to live otherwise.  It can not live otherwise today.”   - Robert Speer

Paul Maier is right when he says that archaeology is the Bible’s best friend.
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“The Sangreal documents include tens of thousands of pages of information…in four enormous trunks…that the Knights Templar found under Solomon’s Temple.”
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There was no such find.  No trunks, no documents, no search by the Knights Templar.
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“Everyone loves a conspiracy”
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One can only hope that , at the end of the day, “everyone” has a final, higher love for the truth.

    And that they seek the truth in the one place where we know it can be found – the Holy Bible, the Word of God.


Amen.

